THE DEVELOPMENT OF CAPITALISM IS  TSARIST RUSSIA

After graduation Stalin  went
to  an   ecclesiastical seminary  in
Tin1 is.   Here, at the age of fifteen,
he associated himself with the un-
derground Tiflis groups of Russian
Marxists and began to engage in
revolutionary activities. During his
seminary years Stalin worked bard
over his Marxist education. Books
were     his    constant,   inseparable
companions,   but   the   books   he
needed were very difficult to ob-
tain. The  inspector  kept  a close
watch to see that forbidden books
did not fall into the hands of the
seminary students. Stalin had no
money to   buy books and  some-
times he   would glance   over .the
books   at  the   second-hand book-
shops. He had  such an excellent
memory that   he could then give
a gist of the contents of these bocks
to his friends. Soon Stalin became

the leader of two illegal Marxist circles at the seminary. A room was
rented in the city for study purposes, the monthly rent of five rubles
being pooled among the seminarists. In the circle they studied the works
of IVjarx, Engels, Plekhanov, Chernyshevsky, Belinsky, Dobrolyubov,
Pisarev and Herzen.

Having on one occasion with great difficulty obtained the first
volume of Capital they copied it out by hand and then studied this
copy in the circle.

In 1898 Stalin joined the Tifiis Social-Democratic organization
and became a member of the first Georgian Social-Democratic organiza-
tion, "Messameh Dassy." In the same year he read Lenin's book The
Economic Con'en's of Narodisw and Its Gritician in the Work of Mr.
Sfruve. Already at that time Stalin keenly desired to make Lenin's ac-
quaintance, "1 must see him at a 11 costs/' he said to his comrades. From
that moment J. V. Sto lin became the loyal dUoiple and follower of Lenin.
In 1890 Stalin, to use his own words, was "thrown out of the Ortho-
dox ecclesiastical seminary for propagandizing Marxism," After bis
expulsion from the seminary he became a professional revolutionary,
giving himself up entirely to the fight for the cause of the working

J. V. Stalin, in 1898

Soon J. V. StaJin came to the head of the revolutionary wing of
the Georgian Social-Democrats,   "Messameh   Dassy"   (tnird group).
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